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Voice of Care: equipping the Church to nurture people 
with disabilities and their caregivers in their walk with Christ 

from the Executive Director…  
READY, SET and SERVING! 

On September 17, 2016, Voice of Care presented the first Set to Serve workshop in eastern Michigan.  Not 
only did the participants learn a lot, so did I.  I learned that when God gives the vision, just do it!  When Voice 
of Care did not receive funding for the workshop from an expected grant, it would have been easy to cancel 
it.  When Voice of Care planned for 50 to 80 participants and registration responses numbered 10, it might 
have been prudent to cancel the workshop.  Yet, I believed that God wanted this workshop to happen. So 
many people had told us that there was a need for this kind of workshop.  Voice of Care committed to go 
forward with Set to Serve, determined to join God in His work in Michigan. What affirmation we received 
when a donor came forward with an unexpected gift that would cover all the expenses for Set to Serve.  The 
attendance remained at 10, but it became clear that each of those people were the ones that God planned 
to be there. Among those ten was the head of the parish nurses in the LCMS Michigan District.  Through her 
connections, many more parish nurses will learn about Voice of Care and will have an opportunity to attend 
the next Set to Serve workshop in Michigan, scheduled for Spring 2017. 

 

Because the group was small, Voice of Care staff could tailor the workshop to specific needs, but it also gave 
me the ability to step back and observe the flow of the entire event. There is a lot we can do to make Set to 
Serve even more effective for the next round. I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know our partners in these 
workshops: Lutheran Special Education Ministries (luthsped.org) and Jesus Cares Ministry (tlha.org/jesus-
cares-ministries).  These ministry partners brought many resources to share. They joined Voice of Care in 
bringing hope to Set to Serve participants and the congregations they represented. 
 
With this newsletter, I hope you can perceive some of the joy that Voice of Care finds in being engaged in 
doing  God’s work in His kingdom.  We are assured that we are right where God wants us to be and moving 

Executive Director 

in the right direction. God has enabled us to provide resources 
and training for congregations throughout the United States, as 
we help them become Set to Serve  people with disabilities and 
their caregivers in their walk with Christ. 
 
In Christ among people with disabilities,  

Voice of Care’s debut Set to 
Serve workshop in Rochester, 
Michigan, began with inclusive 

worship. Thanks to St. John 
Lutheran Church  for their support 

and hospitality. 
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Set to Serve: Reaching the “Differently-abled” for Christ 

“I was genuinely touched by how easy it 

could be to integrate a special service for our 

friends who need alternatives to a traditional 

service…on the Life Committee of St Peter 

Lutheran in Macomb Township, I did a report 

on Voice of Care and Set to Serve and our 

members are intrigued by what the next 

steps might be for our church to explore 

having some kind of adaptive resources for 

the community and our members.” 

Liz Roe 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries   

 

 After attending the Set to Serve Workshop, I know there is so 

much more we can do.  Now we can think outside the box on how 

people with disabilities can participate in the life of the 

congregation. This is a perfect ministry for parish nurses because 

it combines our compassion with our profession and the 

resources Voice of Care makes available to us.  

Christie Hansen 

LCMS Michigan District Parish Nurse  

“The workshop 

was very 

informative, I 

really enjoyed 

learning more on 

how to help 

people with 

special needs. I 

love that this 

workshop applied 

to a church 

setting and how 

to cater worship 

to special needs 

people. I really 

loved doing the 

church service at 

the beginning 

demonstrating 

what a special 

needs church 

service looks 

like.” 

Mallorie Smith  

Concordia 

University 

Ann Arbor 



Inclusion Worship for Congregations & Facilities 
 

Voice of Care’s Rev. Paul Klopke and Rev. Joel Gaertner of 

Jesus Cares Ministry led the group in two kinds of inclusion 

worship with instruments, streamers and adapted parts of 

Lutheran worship showing that congregations can be 

welcoming and inclusive to people with disabilities within their 

church and community. Participants were able to see how easy 

it would be to take this simple worship idea to secular facilities 

near their congregation. 

Set to Serve: Highlights 

Outdoor Ministries 
 

Voice of Care Ministry Facilitator 

Rev. Phil Gruenbaum helped 

participants think outside the box—

or classroom! Providing a safe 

environment in nature opens the 

door to all kinds of activities and 

discussions among people with 

disabilities. Providing concrete 

examples of faith concepts can 

bring Bible stories to life! Dirty 

water and slimy gummy worms  

can help illustrate why Naaman 

was reluctant to bathe in the 

Jordan river to be healed from his 

leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-14) or how 

distasteful Jonah found his ministry 

to Nineveh.    

Disability Awareness 

 

Pastor Paul demonstrated Voice of Care’s 

Disability Awareness Days Kit (soon 

available for download). These interactive 

exercises  can help children in Lutheran 

schools or Sunday Schools experience what it 

is like to have a disability. These are great 

tools for building empathy toward classmates 

and neighbors who live with disability. 

Christian Education Resources 

 

Liz Roe and Marty Moro from Lutheran 

Special Education Ministries were 

present to share how their organization 

helps congregations with schools 

provide the resources needed to include 

children with special needs in their 

programs. Rev. Joel Gaertner 

showcased Dear Christian Friends, a full 

Christian education series for people 

with disabilities. The specialized 

curriculum includes 110 downloadable 

and reproducible Bible stories with 

related activities.   

Answering 

Questions, 

Addressing Fears 
 

Launching a respite 

ministry can be 

challenging.  

Understanding that there is 

comprehensive training 

available 

(RestProgram.org) can 

help alleviate fears.  

Learning that the liabilities 
are similar to existing congregational programs 

(afterschool care, youth ministry or Stephen 

Ministry) make it easy to approach church 

governing boards with the idea of a new 

disability outreach. 
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Voice of Care Financials: Year To Date  

“There is a woman at our church who 
has some cognitive learning disabilities 
but really wanted to read the lesson in 
church.  Thanks to this workshop, we 
found a way to make the Epistle lesson 
easier to read and she was able to 
participate in the service. What a 
blessing for her and us as a church.”            
             - Set to Serve participant 
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Income:  

 

February 1 
through October 

31, 2016 

Cash Donation $171.00 
Congregation 

Donation $25,430.68 

Individual Donation $23,857.10 
Organization/

Institution $863.43 
Thrivent “Choice" 

Funds $3,929.75 

Grants $5,368.42 

Special Events  $14,962.67                                                 

Interest Income $366.03 

Total income: 
                                                                                             

$74,949.08  

  

Expenses:  

 

February 1 
through October 

31, 2016 

Administrative 
                                              

$42,652.67  

Programming $41,743.44 

Fundraising $4475.62 

Total expenses: 
                                                

$88,871.73  

  

Net Income:  $ (11,057.98) 
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