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Mission Statement 

To equip the Church to nurture people with disabilities and their caregivers 

 in their walk with Christ. 

 

 

Save the Date! 

“Mile for Mileage” Pledge Walk 
Saturday, August 22, 2015 

10 a.m. to 1p.m. 
Castaldo Park, Woodridge Illinois 

 
Walk an easy mile and then stay for a picnic lunch! 

 
All the information you need to Register online and start collecting pledges  

will soon be available at  www.voiceofcare.org 
 

Want to register a small group or volunteer?  Call Deaconess Kris 630-234-1491 

It is easy for an executive director to immediately answer this question as if it 
were related to the budget and how to raise sufficient income to meet 
expenses.  Or, I might be tempted to go for the numbers, how many 
programs have we started, how many people have we trained, or how many 
people do we serve?  However, in Christian ministry, there is only ONE 
bottom line!  Are we discipling others to preach the Gospel - Jesus Christ is 
the only Lord and Savior, to everyone within our realm of influence. 

In this issue of the Voice, you will indeed be able to see how we are doing financially.  I also will 
include information on what we are doing in each Region.  The majority of this newsletter is full 
of stories of the various kinds of ministry a church could do to be welcoming for people with 
disabilities and their caregivers so that they can hear the Gospel and have their lives changed for 
all eternity.  Hopefully, it will challenge YOU, the reader, to start a conversation in YOUR 
congregation about exploring with Voice of Care the right ministry for YOUR area’s needs and 
get the training YOU need to begin serving those people with disabilities in YOUR community. 

What’s the Bottom Line? 

Executive Director 



Ministry in Facilities 

Long before Voice of Care was incorporated, there was ministry happening in secular facilities for 
people with disabilities.  While we are focusing on training individuals to serve in this area, our 
Region Directors still go many times a month to facilities throughout northern Illinois.  Volunteers 
help with a variety of tasks from leading the devotion to lending their smiles and singing voices.  We 
are always looking to train more volunteers, especially those young retirees who are available during 
the day.  Contact Voice of Care to find out the facility closest to you. 

News by the Numbers 

Region Directors and 
Volunteers go to 9 facilities ! 

Pastor Paul Klopke, North Region Director shares this story. 
 
Bill and Andy are volunteers that serve the residents at Meadows and Clearbrook 
disability sites.  Bill and Andy are a father and son team; they serve together.  Bill 
plays his guitar and Andy brings is tambourine and keeps the rhythm and beat at 
our song times.   What is special about this team is Andy is a person with Down 
syndrome.   He is so happy to come every week to hear God’s Word and 
participate with the other residents at the homes.   
 
One day after our worship service, Andy met a woman who was very sad because 
her roommate had passed away.  Andy showed kindness and sympathy to her by 
calling me over to listen to her and praying for her.   Both of us laid hands on her 
and prayed for Jesus’ comfort and peace.   I was amazed on how Andy was apt to 
serve Christian caregiving.  Andy is a wonderful man of God that reflects the love 
of Jesus. 

Pastor Dean Pittelko shares another story. 
 

After many years, Aspire moved some of its clients who have some severe 
disabilities to a different location. When we finally were able to visit again after 
two weeks and have our devotion with the folks, many of them responded 
very happily to our presence with them either by visual or auditory awareness 
or both! To see so many faces light up happily that are usually quite 
unresponsive was a fantastic experience – for them, and for us! You could feel 
the love and joy in the room. When Pastor Don began playing the guitar and 
Cari, Hillary, Pastor Don and I started to sing together the joy was even 
greater and some of those not yet responding now responded as well. That 
was a day where we saw the fruits of our ministry and could rejoice in them. 
That is not why any of us are in it, we are there to serve the Lord and His 
people. But to enjoy such an overwhelming response from “our folks,” seeing 
and feeling the love of Jesus in and among them was so gratifying.   

Pastor Paul Gruenbaum, South Region Director writes: 
 
Serving in a facility is a great way for retired pastors to continue to use 
their gifts! Pastor Vician and his wife Marlene go to a site called Wishing 
Well in Frankfort twice a month(2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesdays) with comfort dog 

Darlin’, to visit group of about 8 in an adult day-care type situation.   
Pastor and Marlene also lead a Bible program back at their old church, 
Mt. Greenwood for about 12 residents of Blue Cap of Illinois. 



REST Training 

Respite Education Support Tools 

Voice of Care launched its newest program on March 21, 2015 at Calvary Lutheran church in Wood 
Dale, Illinois.  The whole church voted last November to reach out to people with disabilities and their 
caregivers but was not sure how.  10 members took the REST training and as it is said “the rest is 
history”!  REST is an 8 hour comprehensive training that equips people to give individual respite care 
in someone’s home or at a group event at a church. Now for the rest of the story …. 

Calvary Lutheran Church in Wood Dale, IL hosted a Family 
Easter Event on Sunday, April 12

th 
from 12:30pm to 

2:30pm. This was Calvary's first event geared towards 
families of persons with special needs.  Three families took 
this opportunity to meet other families like theirs while 
sharing in God's Word. The program began with a delicious 
lunch followed by a special Easter devotion, music, an 
Easter craft project and a fun game of BINGO. One of the 
goals of this ministry was to give caregivers help with their 
duties or even a break from those duties. A highlight of the 
day was watching Calvary's youth fulfill this goal by using 
the skills they learned from their Voice of Care youth 
training program to be buddies to the special needs children 
who attended. Our buddies did an awesome job.   A 
Thrivent Financial Action Team grant supplied the food 
and other necessary items. 

What some other churches are doing…. 
Special In God's Eyes (SIGE) is a ministry of St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church, Barrington, IL. It's mission is to give young adults with 
special needs an opportunity to learn about the Christian faith, pray 
for others, enjoy each other's friendship, and participate in church 
and community service projects. These have included Feed My 
Starving Children, tying quilts for Haitian children, sorting new 
clothing for fall distribution to local school-age children, and more. A 
highlight is their presentation to the congregation and community of 
a Christmas pageant. Members also know how to have fun, 
celebrating birthdays, watching movies, making pizzas and cookies, 
and singing songs, with lots of laughter included. SIGE meets every 
Tuesday at St. Matthew from 3:00-4:30 PM.  

St. John. Lombard  SONshine  A respite event 5 Sunday 
afternoons per year. 
 
St Peter Arlington Heights, IL God’s Special Friends for ages 21 on 
up meets monthly Wednesday and Sunday nights all year long 
 
Immanuel, Elmhurst  Saturday morning Bible class meets during 
the school year. 
 
Trinity, Lisle has inclusion  programs for birth to high school. 

So far we know of 10 
churches doing intentional 
ministry. Is your church 
missing from the list?  
Please email 
vocexec@voiceofcare.org 
with all the details.  We 
love to refer people with 
disabilities to nearby 
programs. 

St. Paul, Aurora is planning an 
inclusion summer camp 
program.   
 
Peace, Lombard is having a 
one night VBS program for  
children of all abilities. 

They are planning an inclusion 
evening VBS and a special 
inclusive worship service every 
Sunday in the summer. 
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Special Designated Fund LWML Grant $50,600 was 
completed on March 31, 2015. Balance is now $0. 

Good Vibes for a Good Cause 2015  
 

Nearly 100 people enjoyed  music, food, and fellowship at our 7th annual fundraising event.  Again, 
Marklund underwrote the cost of the event so that the tickets and the silent auction money went 
completely to our goal.  Kane - DuPage and Central DuPage chapters of Thrivent Financial also 
donated a total $1,800.   
 
Over $7,000 was raised to support the new ministry of Pastor Dean Pittelko, East Region Director.  
He is laying  the ground work in the city of Chicago and nearby suburbs  to start ministries in 
churches and communities we have never reached before. 
 
Everyone enjoyed listening and dancing to the sounds of The 
New Invaders Band who graciously  discounted their fee for us.  They  
truly believe in our ministry. Many of their faithful fans now join us each 
year and they, too, have come to love our ministry. 

Reserve Fund as of April 30, 2015  $70,000 
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2015 1st Quarter Income

Congregation Donation

Individual Donation

Organization/Institutions

Thrivent "Choice" Funds

Special Events

                                                                                                                      
Congregation Donations   $6,432 
Individual Donations   $4,889 
Donations from Other Organizations $   531 
Thrivent Choice Dollars   $2,231 
“Good Vibes for Good Cause”  $8,870 
Interest Income     $     70 
 
Total Income Feb through April $23,024 
 
Our Fundraiser is not completely reported in 
this Quarter but in the above article the $7,000 
reflects the total net raised after Thrivent 
Matching funds will be received and the final 
bills paid out. 
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2015 1st Quarter Expenses

Administration Expenses

Programing Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

 

Administrative Expenses $ 7,494 
Programming Expenses  $13,238 
Fundraising Expenses  $ 2,303 
 
Total Expenses Feb through April $23,035 
 
Programming Expenses include the salaries of 
our part-time Region Directors. 


