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“Future is Bright” with Voice of Care Leadership Transition 

New Executive Director Keys in On Evangelistic Efforts 
 
Contact: Lori Solyom, 630.640.0426, directorofdevelopment@voiceofcare.org 
 
(February 2020 – Lombard, IL) Thriving ministry is never static, and Voice of Care is diving into 2020 with a 
big transition. The Board of Directors has named Mr. Melvin Faulkner of Huntley, Illinois, as Executive 
Director, replacing the retiring Deaconess Kris Blackwell at the helm of the Lutheran ministry equipping 
churches in reaching people with disabilities.  
 
“It is estimated that 10 percent of the world population is disabled, over 700 million people,” Faulkner noted. 
“For this reason, special attention is required to examine the relationship of our evangelistic efforts to the needs 
of disabled people in our communities while helping them find their home in local churches.” He added, “I 
believe Voice of Care is well positioned to play a major part in this effort.” 
 
Faulkner realizes that this work of equipping the Church is no small effort, but he is experienced at tackling 
sizable initiatives. While serving as Head of US Card Targeted Risk & Control Process Reviews for Discover 
Financial Services, he also is a Board Trustee and Foundation Board Member of Lutheran Child & Family 
Services of Illinois and a Board Trustee of Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Foundation Board.  
 
“I look forward to expanding the Voice of Care vision and programs among churches and caregivers while 
honoring those in need,” remarked Faulkner.  
 
A Certified Internal Auditor and Purdue University alumnus, Faulkner is an active member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Dundee, East Illinois, where he is an Elder and Stephen Minister.  
 
While Blackwell is retiring from leading Voice of Care, she is not leaving the ministry that she has shepherded 
through significant changes over the last seven years.  
 
“Now that God has given us a very capable new leader in Melvin Faulkner, I will enjoy my retirement while 
continuing to volunteer with Voice of Care,” Blackwell shared. A certified Master Trainer for REST, Voice of 
Care’s Respite Education and Support Tools program, she will help maintain the respite volunteer companion 
training program and ensure a steady stream of qualified instructors.  
 
Blackwell has no concerns about handing over the reins to Faulkner. 
 
“Over the last few years, I have seen the staff develop great ministry training resources. Dennis Pieper, Director 
of Ministry Facilitators, has a clear vision of where Voice of Care is moving in the quest to provide 
congregations with needed education and resources,” Blackwell explained. And she believes that Faulkner is 
stepping in to lead a healthy ministry, noting that, “God blessed us with abundant yearend giving by our donors. 
The future is very bright for Voice of Care!” 
 
About Voice of Care 
Voice of Care is a Recognized Service Organization of the Lutheran Church Mission Synod with a mission to 
equip the Church to nurture people with disabilities and their caregivers in their walk with Christ.  
Visit voiceofcare.org. 
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