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from the Executive Director…  
SHIFTING TO SERVE 

Sometimes I feel like I am still learning what an Executive Director is!  As Voice of Care grows and develops 
into a national organization, more of my responsibilities have shifted to staff development and seeking  
opportunities for Voice of Care to spread its ministry model beyond Northern Illinois.  We were saddened 
when Pastor Dean Pittelko chose to resign his position with us and we wish him well on his other endeavors.  
Voice of Care was immediately blessed with two new staff members.  In this edition of The Voice you will 
meet our intern, Lori Trinche, and our new part-time staff member, Deaconess Sarah Gaffney.  They both 
bring a wealth of experience to Voice of Care with backgrounds in education and volunteer recruitment. We 
are excited about their fresh ideas and new perspectives. Each of our staff continues to serve the geographic 
area of Illinois in which they live, but we are slowly shifting the whole team to becoming Ministry Facilitators 
who can equip churches and individuals for ministry within our five types of outreach to people with 
disabilities and their caregivers.  We will showcase these five ministry areas in our first national initiative, the 
“Set to Serve” workshop taking place in Michigan on September 17, 2016.  This is a huge leap of faith and we 
are trusting God to supply our financial needs in this area.   

 

In order to pursue gifts that will see Voice of Care far into the future, I have taken Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod Foundation course work to become a Christian Gift Planner.  There is such joy in helping others 
steward God’s blessing, guiding them in leaving a legacy not only to their heirs but for work in the Kingdom 
of God!  Watch for more information about this coming out later this fall. 
 
In Christ among people with disabilities,  

Executive Director 

Mile for Mileage Challenge 2016 
Thanks to all who participated or sponsored! 
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Meet the Newest Voice of Care Team Members 

Deaconess Sarah Gaffney serves the southern region of 

the Northern Illinois District. She began her ministry 

with Voice of Care over the summer. Sarah served in 

congregational youth ministry for five years before 

becoming a stay-at-home mom. She and her husband 

Patrick have been married for 24 years and were 

blessed with five active children. Recently, Sarah has 

been a substitute teacher for a number of school 

districts while pursuing a Master of Special Education 

with a teaching license. In her most recent position, 

Sarah worked as a paraprofessional, dealing directly 

with special education students, including those with 

autism and Down syndrome. Sarah received her training 

through Concordia University Chicago in River Forest, 

Illinois and is working toward her Master’s at Governor’s 

State University. Not only is Sarah a member of the 

Concordia Deaconess Conference, but she is also a great 

taxi driver and cheerleader as she takes her children to 

Deaconess Sarah 
Gaffney 

Intern Lori Trinche joins Voice of Care while 

working at the LCMS Northern Illinois District 

as an office assistant assigned to the 

Business and Communications/Advancement 

departments and Lutheran Church Extension 

Fund. Formerly the Mission and Ministry 

coordinator for Lutherans for Life, Lori is a 

lay member on the NID Life Issues Task 

Force and a writer and speaker on life 

issues, including encouraging sexual purity 

for youth and purity within marriage. 

 

Lori is a member at Trinity Lutheran Church 

in Burr Ridge where she is active in music 

ministry and various volunteer projects addressing human care 

and stewardship, She also helps coordinate Trinity’s annual 

community clinic and service fair, and Lori helps train people for 

advocacy. She is a frequent speaker and writer about life issues, 

and a volunteer post abortion ministry counselor.  She has just 

begun Deaconess studies at Concordia University Chicago.  Lori 

enjoys the outdoors and loves to tend Trinity's church gardens 

and help care for gardens for those who are sick or disabled.    

Lori 
Trinche 



While at Walcamp I was asked to lead a 

"Stump the Pastor" time with many of the 

special need campers. I was ready to answer 

their questions by bringing my Bible and 

Catechism. I was scared; I thought to myself 

what kind of questions will they ask me?  I 

said a prayer with the group and began to 

field their questions. To my surprise not one 

of them had any questions. Instead they 

made confessions of faith, quoted Scriptures 

and wanted to sing some songs together with 

me.  I thought to myself, what faith my 

Christian friends have.  No questions...just 

praises! And we say they are limited in their 

Christian spiritual life and faith... 

Voice of Care Ministry Facilitators 

Rev. Paul 
Klopke 

Early this summer, Voice of Care’s Executive 

Director Kris Blackwell and I began to re-

establish a relationship with the Bellwood 

Developmental Center and work toward the 

goal of eventually bringing “Jesus time” there 

twice a month. On my second visit I met one 

of the residents, a man named Richard. I 

mentioned that he looked like a man I used to 

know, named Richard K.  The staff told me, 

“That IS Richard K.” I had served Richard for 

15 years in a previous post. What a joyful 

reunion. Even though Richard  is dealing with 

dementia, he remembered me and we had a 

nice visit. It has been a joy to be serving in 

this ministry and it was a bonus to catch up  

with an old friend. We’ve also been 

reconnecting with the Aspire program in 

Hillside. Several of their clients were at 

Rev. Phil 
Gruenbaum 

Walcamp the week I was there, so I got to know them and am looking 

forward to my next visit to Aspire.  The friends you have, and the friends  

you make, make the job!   
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Voice of Care 
Financials 

Year To Date 
Income February 1 

through July 31, 2016  

Cash Donation  $         146.00  

Congregation Donation  $    17,735.38  

Individual Donation  $    11,527.80  

Organization/
Institution  $         857.51  

Thrivent "Choice" 
Funds  $      2,486.75  

Grants  $      5,368.42  

Special Events *  $      9,946.17  

Interest Income 230.38 

Total income:  $    48,298.41  

  

Expenses  February 1 
through July 31, 2016  

Administrative  $    27,366.46  

Programming 28,219.86 

Fundraising 3770.07 

Total expenses:  $    59,356.39  

  

Net Income:  $ (11,057.98) 

* Mile for Mileage 
proceeds NOT included  

Voice of Care’s 5 ministry training areas: 
 Congregational Life 
 Disability Awareness 
 Facilities Ministry 
 REST—Respite Education & Support Tools 
 Camp—VBS 

 

Come learn about Voice of Care’s 
national expansion program SET TO SERVE at the 
annual meeting October 8, 10 a.m. to noon at the 

Northern Illinois District office in Hillside. 

VoiceOfCare.org 


