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from the Executive Director… 

 

God’s Blessings - Far More Abundant Than We Can Ask 
 

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera ons, forever 
and ever. Amen.”              Ephesians 3:20‐21 [English Standard Version] 
 

I just heard some good news!  Dr. Eric Carter, Professor of Special Educa on at Vanderbilt University and 
a knowledgeable source of data on disability ministry has presented research that caused us to update a 
very important sta s c that we use at Voice of Care. For years, we have been sharing with you that 90% 
of people with disabili es are not connected to Jesus. Dr. Carter has given us good news...today that 
figure is down to 80%!  We have also operated with the informa on that 85% of churches did not 
possess effec ve and appropriate ways to welcome and include people with disabili es, but that number 
has also decreased to 80%. That is news to celebrate! Because of the work that your prayers and 
financial support  have enabled Voice of Care to do, we, along with other Chris an disability ministries 
have been making progress. Through our mutual efforts and the blessing of the Holy Spirit, 10% more 
people with disabili es are now in rela onship with Chris an churches, 5% more of which are effec ve 
engaging people with special needs. All the glory belongs to God! 
 

The power by which we are sustained comes through the Holy Spirit. God con nues to bless Voice of 
Care and encouraged us—with the expansion of our staff, the training of more church workers to 
understand volunteer respite care, and the partnership we have with other Chris an organiza ons. This 
allows more churches to be equipped to tell the good news of salva on through Jesus Christ to people of 
all abili es. Again, all the glory belongs to God! 
 

Another very important partnership is the one we have with our donors and suppor ng  
churches. Because our work of equipping churches is steady and does not fluctuate  
according to seasons or emergencies, only twice a year do we issue a direct appeal for  
your financial support. Voice of Care understands that good stewardship is inten onal  
and that many of our churches and donors include Voice of Care in their spending plans,  
either monthly or annually. We know that God is able to do far more abundantly than  
what we could ask. We shall plan and labor to expand the work of this ministry un l  
all churches within our influence are able to welcome people with disabili es and  
their caregivers.  To God be the glory forever and ever!  Amen. 
 

In Christ among people with disabili es,  
 

Executive Director 
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Voice of Care welcomes new Ministry Facilitator, Rev. Chris 
Browne. As the pastor at a small northwest Chicago parish, 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Pastor Chris understands both 
the unique aspects of ministering to people with special needs 
and the challenges that congregations can face in connecting 
with the community. 
 

As Pastor Chris begins his work with Voice of Care, he notes 
that his role includes that of tender shepherd. “I am able come 
alongside those who live with limited eyesight and mobility, as 
well as tend to those who suffer chronic pain and its effects on 
human spirits, as a fellow caregiver and empathetic observer.” 
 

He also serves as an encourager, praying for his fellow pastors 
who must fill many roles. “I can reassure them that Voice of 
Care exists not only to equip their members for enhance their 
ministry, but also provides ongoing support and networking.”  
 

Pastor Chris is a bit of a Renaissance man. In addition to being 
a “man of the cloth,” he has served as a university and high 
school math instructor, elementary teacher, and Minister of 
Music. 
 

He met his wife, Belle, during his first call - to St. Mark 
Lutheran Church in Brooklyn, New York. Belle’s low vision and 
limited mobility have granted Pastor Chris first hand 
experience as a caregiver. The couple are true partners in 
ministry. “As her health and strength allow,” shares Pastor 
Chris, “Belle will be with me to console the hurting, encourage 
the caregivers, and share her artistic gifts with everyone.” The 
couple, married for over 30 years, are parents to two adult 
children, Joshua and Rebecca.  
 

Pastor Chris has also been a Pastor of the Week at Walcamp 
Outdoor Ministries, and the pastoral advisor to both the 
Northern Illinois District LWML (Lutheran Women in Mission) 
and Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ.  
 

His synodical education includes an MDiv from Concordia 
Seminary,  St. Louis, Missouri, and a Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary Education and Music Education from Concordia 
College, Bronxville, New York. Pastor Browne also earned his 
Masters of Science in Mathematics from Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois.  
 

Pastor Chris will continue as the sole pastor at Our Saviour 
while taking on the role of Ministry Facilitator for Voice of Care. 
Referring to his new colleagues in disability ministry as “called, 
gifted and compassionate,” Pastor Chris declares,” I am 
privileged to take my place among the dedicated staff at Voice 
of Care.” 

Voice of Care Ministry Facilitator: Rev. Chris Browne 

Rev. Christopher Browne 
Ministry Facilitator 

Voice of Care 



Voice of Care Intern: Caleb Hops on Board 
 
A new face at Voice of Care is Caleb Hoppe, a December 2018 
graduate of Concordia University Wisconsin. While Caleb’s position 
at Voice of Care is recent, his relationship with the ministry is a 
long one. The connection between the Hoppe family and Voice of 
Care goes back to Caleb’s childhood. 
 

He gained an appreciation for people with special needs through 
his own experiences in special education and those of his brother 
Simeon, who has autism. Caleb spent time at Walcamp Outdoor 
Ministries where he accompanied his brother for special needs 
activities. He quickly graduated from being Simeon’s camp buddy 
to serving on Walcamp’s summer staff while in college. 
 

Caleb’s studies in Lay Ministry and his love of music have allowed 
him to accumulate a variety of ministry experiences. At Voice of 
Care, he seeks to acquire more tools for sharing God’s love within 
the special needs community.  
 

Working together with the Voice of Care team will help Caleb 
develop as a leader and prepare him to serve as a professional 
church worker within a congregation.  

Caleb Hoppe 
Intern 

Voice of Care 

Voice of Care Sees Answered Prayers 

 

Voice of Care Director of Ministry Facilitators Dennis Pieper  
reported on answered prayer. He shared how he sees Jesus bringing  
people, churches, and ministry together at Voice of Care. 
 

Jesus said, “Pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out  
laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:38). Voice of Care needs  
workers to connect to congregations and has been blessed with  
two new staff members, ordained LCMS pastor Rev. Chris and a  
recent Director of Church Ministries program graduate Caleb  
Hoppe. Their unique life experiences make them a great fit for  
the work Voice of Care does in equipping churches to reach and  
serve people with disabilities. Pray for these new workers and  
those in Voice of Care’s future. 
 

Voice of Care builds relationships with congregations, urging their 
response to the call to serve people with special needs. Prayers  
have elicited action as four Chicago area south suburban LCMS  
churches have come together to support a special friends camp  
for adults with cognitive disabilities. Voice of Care will train  
volunteers to help with this inclusive and accessible outdoor  
experience presented by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of  
Frankfort, St. Paul Lutheran Church of Matteson, Immanuel  
Lutheran Church of Mokena, and Living Word Lutheran Church of Orland Park. Pray for God to 
bring special needs campers to hear His Word and experience His amazing creation. 

Voice of Care is equipping people to become Certified Trainers in the Lutheran REST (Respite 
Education and Support Tools) training program. Certified Trainers educate volunteers to become 
Respite Companions. The two-day course runs 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday and Thursday, June 12 
and 13, at the Northern Illinois District office in Hillside. This deeply discounted $125 course (normally 
$425) is made possible by a generous grant from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of the 
Northern Illinois District. To register or ask questions about becoming Certified Trainer for the Voice of 
Care REST program (or a Volunteer Respite Companion) call Deaconess Kris Blackwell at 630.234. 
1491 or vocexec@voiceofcare.org. The deadline to sign up for this opportunity is May 28, 2019.  
Learn more about Voice of Care REST at http://voiceofcare.org/respite-care-ministry.html.  



Voice of Care 
Financials:  

Year To Date 

TRIVIA FUN for EVERYONE is a FREE 
enjoyable and inclusive event presented  
by Voice of Care. It's Sunday, April 28,  
from 2 to 5 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran  
Church Green Trails, 2701 Maple Ave, in Lisle. 
Come as an individual, family or group to play 
trivia. There is no cost to participate, but 
proceeds from the silent auction and gift card 
fishing pond support Voice of Care's ministry of 
equipping churches to serve people with 
disabilities and their caregivers. This event is 
sponsored by Marklund. Complementary pizza, 
salad, ice cream, soda pop and water are 
served. PLEASE REGISTER at voiceofcare.org  
or call 630.231.3862. 

        Voice of Care is a Recognized Service Organiza on of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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Income  

Congregations  $        30,335  

Individuals  $        40,109 

Thrivent Choice  $             990 

Organizations  $          2,199 

Workshops  $          2,595 

Fundraising  $          2,816 

Interest Income  $             417 

Cash  $                 8 

Grant  $          5,000 
Total 
Income  $     84,469 
  

Expenses  
Administrative 
Expenses  $         46,726 

Programming  $         37,926  

Fundraising  $              405 
Total 
Expenses  $      85,057 


